
The best advice I have ever been given is … “Hard work never killed anyone!”

The worst advice I have ever been given was … “Don�t go to Oxford—you�ll flounder.”

My favorite subject at school was … maths.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be … centre forward for Manchester United FC.

The biggest challenge facing scientists is … convincing the government to invest appropriately in
something as fundamental as science—especially in the current economic climate.

My biggest inspiration is … my father.

In a nutshell, my research involves … synthesizing challenging molecules, which either do something
useful or tell us a little more about the world we live in.

In my spare time I … entertain my two-year-old son.

I would have liked to have discovered … ferrocene.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is … talking about science with graduate students.

The most groundbreaking discovery in science in the past 100 years has been … the silicon chip.

A good work day begins with … an interesting new crystal structure.

My worst habit is … procrastination.
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